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Date:  Thursday, April 9, 2009 
Cost: $25 Local Section Members, Professional Engineers, Faculty, and Staff Members  
 $5 UT Students 
 
Location: Calhoun’s on the River, Knoxville TN  
Menu: Buffet 
6:30 pm  Executive Committee Meeting (All members welcome) - Executive Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm Dinner (Buffet) – Garden Salad with a variety of salad dressings to choose from Grilled 

Chicken Teriyaki served over rice, Hickory Smoked Pulled Pork with barbeque sauce, 
Spinach Maria, Stuffed Baked Potatoes, Marinated Vegetable & Pasta Salad, Double 
Chocolate Cake, and Italian Cream Cake 

8:00 pm Program – UT Department of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering Awards Dinner – 
Creating the  

 
UT Department of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering students will provide the 
program for our April 2009 meeting.  Two student teams chosen from CBE 411 projects 
class will present their research or design projects.  The teams this year include: 
 

• Clark, Matthew L.; Clark, Jeffrey K.; Empting, Rebecca L.; Kersey, Molly E.; 
Renner, Christopher B.; Spain, Michael A, "Microrefining of Waste Glycerol for 
the Production of a Value-Added Product" – Advised by Charlie Moore, Pete 
Counce, and Paul Frymier. 

 
• Christina Karni – “Development of a predictive relationship for the activity of 

H2O (aw) and the ionic activity (a±) of Aqueous HNO3 Solutions” – Advised by 
William Rains, Pete Counce, Jack Watson, Barry Spencer, and Bill Del Cul. 

 
This is an excellent opportunity to see the types of research young chemical engineers 
are performing.  As in previous years the audience will be given the opportunity to 
determine the winning presentation.  The winners of the competition will be recognized 
during the banquet.   
 
Area high school chemistry students and their teachers are especially welcome to this 
meeting, which will provide an opportunity for high school students with interests in 
chemistry and engineering to learn more about opportunities in chemical engineering.  
 

The local section will pay for up to 15 High School students from the local area. 
 
If you know of someone who would be interested in attending this meeting, please 
provide their name(s) to us so that we can be sure to invite them. 
 

Please make your reservations by April 8, by contacting 
 

Linda Puckett, puckettlf@ornl.gov , (865)574-6147 or 
Lori Daniels, lori.daniels@utk.edu, (865)974-2421 

 
Further information on the University Center can be obtained at http://web.utk.edu/~univctr/; the 
Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering Dept at http://www.engr.utk.edu/cbe.  

April 2009 Meeting  

For addit ional  information see our Web s i te  at:  HHhttp://www.ornl.gov/sci/aiche/ 
Or contact:  L inda Puckett,  HHpuckett l f@ornl.gov,  (865)574-6147  or  

Lor i  Daniels,  lor i .daniels@utk.edu, (865)974-2421 
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2009 AIChE Annual Meeting: Nashville TN 
The Knoxville-Oak 
Ridge Section of the 
AIChE is assisting with 
the planning and 
coordination of the 2009 
Annual AIChE Meeting 
to be held at the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel 
in Nashville, TN on 
November 8-13.  
Sharon Robinson and 
Jacob Hutton will be 
leading the efforts of the 
local section, which will 
include: 

• Helping with 
Nashville General 
Arrangements and 
Student 
Conference, 
including potential 
tour of Opryland 
Hotel CHP system 
 

• Coordinating 
Sustainable 
Southeastern 
Energy Portfolio 
Topical which will 
highlight regional 
efforts in 
bioenergy, energy 
efficiency, and 
nuclear energy 

The AIChE Annual 
Meeting is the premier 
educational forum for 
chemical engineers 
interested in innovation 
and professional growth.  
A wide range of subjects 
relevant to the latest 
research and newest 
technologies in 
emerging growth areas 
will be covered.   

Highlights of the 2009 
meeting will include: 

• 61st Institute 
Award Lecture  

• Professional 
Progress Award 
Lecture  

• SBE's James E. 
Bailey Award 
Lecture  

Plus, core programming 
and topical conferences 
on Quality by Design 
(Pharmaceutical), 
Energy, Sustainability, 
Nanotechnology, and 
much more.   
The call for proposals to 
present at the AIChE 
2009 Annual Meeting is 
open through May 11, 
2009.  Existing 
Submissions may be 
edited until Friday, 
November 6, 2009.   
 
The following sessions 
are currently planned: 
 
Engineering Sciences and 
Fundamentals (01) 
 
Separations Division (02) 
 
Particle Technology Forum 
(03) 
 
Education (04) 
 
Management Division (05) 
 
Energy and Transport 
Processes (07) 
 
Materials Engineering and 
Sciences Division (08) 
 
Environmental Division (09) 
 
Computing and Systems 
Technology Division (10) 
 
Process Development 
Division (12) 
 
Nuclear Engineering 
Division (14) 
 
Food, Pharmaceutical & 

Bioengineering Division 
(15) 
 
Fuels and Petrochemicals 
Division (16) 
 
Forest and Plant 
Bioproducts Division (17) 
 
Liaison Functions (18) 
 
Catalysis and Reaction 
Engineering Division (20) 
 
Computational Molecular 
Science and Engineering 
Forum (21) 
 
Nanoscale Science and 
Engineering Forum (22) 
 
Sustainable Engineering 
Forum (23) 
 
Topical 2: 6th CAPE-OPEN 
US Conference (T2) 
 
Topical 3: 2009 Annual 
Meeting of the American 
Electrophoresis Society 
(AES) (T3) 
 
Topical 4: Computational 
Particle Technology (T4) 
 
Topical 5: Nanomaterials 
for Energy Applications (T5) 
 
Topical 8: Hydrogen 
Production for a Hydrogen 
Economy (T8) 
 
Topical 9: Sensors (T9) 
 
Topical A: Systems Biology 
(TA) 
 
Topical B: Women and 
Minorities in Chemical 
Engineering (TB) 
 
Topical D: Environmental 
Remediation and Waste 
Management (TD) 
 
Topical E: Advanced 
Military Power Production - 
Theory to Practice (TE) 
 
Topical F: Sustainable 
Southeastern Energy 

Portfolio (TF) 
 
Topical G: Innovations of 
Green Process Engineering 
for Sustainable Energy and 
Environment (TG) 
 
Topical H: Solar Topical (TH) 
 
Topical I: Comprehensive 
Quality by Design in 
Pharmaceutical Development 
and Manufacture (TI) 
 
For additional information 
contact either Sharon or 
Jacob at: 

 
Sharon Robinson 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
P. O. Box 2008, MS-6113 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-6113 
Phone: (865) 574-6779 
Fax: (865) 574-0600 
Email: robinsonsm@ornl.gov  
 
OR 
 
Jacob Hutton  
ALSTOM Power Inc.  
Process Engineering 
1409 Centerpoint Boulevard 
Knoxville, TN 37932-1962 
Phone: (865) 560-1706 
Fax: (865) 694-5213  
Email: 
jacob.hutton@power.alstom.com 
 
 
(Excerpt from AIChE web site at 
http://aiche.confex.com/aiche/200
9/cfp.cgi and January 2009 
AIChE Knoxville-Oak Ridge 
Section newsletter)  

Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville, TN 
(Source: Expedia.com ) 
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Southern Appalachian Science and Engineering Fair 
The Southern 
Appalachian Science 
and Engineering Fair is 
the premier science 
competition for middle 
and high school 
students in East 
Tennessee.  SASEF 
has promoted teaching 
the scientific method in 
science, engineering, 
and math since 1952.  
The fair is sponsored by 
the University of 
Tennessee and Oak 
Ridge National 
Laboratory, as well as 
many local companies 

and agencies.  It will be 
held at the UT 
Thompson Boling 
Arena April 6-9.  There 
are two divisions of 
competition - Junior 
Division for middle 
school students in 
grades 6 - 8, and 
Senior Division for high 
school students in 
grades 9 - 12.  SASEF 
is an official, affiliated 
regional fair of the 
International Science 
and Engineering Fair, 
and the top two Senior 
Division students win 

an expense paid trip to 
compete in ISEF in 
Reno, NV May 10-15, 
2009. 
 
Our AIChE Section 
sponsors two $50 prizes 
for the best engineering 
or chemistry related 
projects.  Judging will be 
on the afternoon of April 
7.  Public viewing of the 
posters is available from 
10:00 – 4:00 on 
Wednesday, April 8th. 
 
(Article courtesy of Paul 
Taylor) 

Article on US Contributions to ITER in April CEP 
Several AIChE 
members have 
collaborated for an 
article on U.S. 
contributions to the 
International 
Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor 
(ITER) project that is 
scheduled to appear in 
the April issue of 
Chemical Engineering 
Progress (CEP).  The 
article, entitled 
"Bringing a Star to 
Earth," includes general 
information on the ITER 
international Research 
and Development 
project that aims to 
demonstrate the 
scientific and 
technological feasibility 
of fusion power.  The 
story also highlights 

several specific areas 
of the project – 
including the cooling 
water system, design 
and systems 
integration, and 
selection/optimization of 
water chemistry – in 
which chemical 
engineers are playing 
important roles.  
Contributing authors 
are Jan Berry, Juan 
Ferrada, Andrei Petrov, 
and Kirby Wilcher of the 
U.S. ITER Project 
Office at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory and 
Bond Calloway of the 
Savannah River 
National Laboratory.   
 
(Announcement courtesy of 
Cindy Lundy, Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory / U.S. 
ITER Project) 

March CEP Cover from National AIChE web 
site at: http://www.aiche.org/CEP/index.aspx  
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AIChE Leadership Opposes Changes in PE Exam Requirements 
If you and your 
employer feel that being 
a licensed Professional 
Engineer (PE) can be 
an important 
component of an 
engineer's career, you 
need to know about an 
important change that is 
being implemented.  
The rules regarding 
eligibility for the PE 
exam change in 2012.  
These changes are 
being opposed by the 
AIChE's leaders.   
 
What's changed?  
The change in the 
Model Law of the 
National Council of 
Examiners for 
Engineering and 
Surveying will require a 
master’s of science 
degree or its equivalent 
beginning in 2020.  
That would be on top of 
the current 
requirements to 
graduate from a four 
year, ABET-accredited 
engineering program; 
have four years of work 
experience; and pass 
the Fundamentals of 
Engineering 
examination.  State 
legislatures and 
governing boards are 
being urged to adopt 
this change by 2012 so 
it can be implemented 
in 2020.   

Proponents claim that 
additional credit hours 
beyond the bachelor's 
degree are needed to 
fully prepare tomorrow's 
engineers for practice.  
They argue that, as 
universities reduce the 
hours required for the 

BS degree, additional 
credit hours are needed 
to properly prepare 
future engineers.   
 
What are the adverse 
effects of this 
change? 
The change will likely 
reduce interest in 
engineers becoming 
licensed and possibly 
drive students into other 
disciplines. It will 
increase costs to 
engineers and their 
firms and the time that it 
takes to get licensed. 
While strongly 
encouraging chemical 
engineers to become 
licensed, AIChE leaders 
believe that the change 
is unwarranted, 
expensive, and won’t 
provide any increased 
benefit or protection to 
the public. For chemical 
engineers, the BS 
degree, four years of 
practice, and passage 
of the PE exam are 
sufficient to assure a 
reasonable level of 
competence and 
protect the public. 

Several other 
engineering societies 
share AIChE's view. In 
fact AIChE, along with 
seven other societies, 
endorsed an American 
Society of Mechanical 
Engineers' position 
paper opposing the 
change. The Academy 
of Engineering 
Companies is also 
against it. The major 
proponent of the 
change is the American 
Society of Civil 
Engineers. 

What you can do: 
Learn the position being 
taken on the revised 
model law by your 
state's licensing board. 
Make your opinion 
known to the licensing 
board and appropriate 
committees of your 
state legislature. Also, 
make your 
management aware of 
the change. Finally, if 
you are a member of 
other engineering 
societies, for example, 
the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, 
discuss the issue at 
local meetings.  All PEs 
need to be aware of the 
change. 

A website has been 
established for 
engineers to share 
information and work 
together toward 
maintaining the current 
educational 
requirements.  To see 
the position paper and 
learn more about the 
model law, go to: 
www.licensingthatworks
.org. 

Future issues of 
AIChExchange and 
CEP will provide more 
information on the 
background, 
complications, and 
ramifications of this 
proposal. 
 
(Reprint from AIChE mailing 
on March 20, 2009) 
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Date Time Topic Speaker Location 
April 6-9  SASEF  UT Thompson Boling Arena 

April 9 7:00 PM 

UT Department of Chemical & 
Biomolecular Engineering Awards 
Dinner – Creating the  UT Students 

Calhoun’s on the River, Knoxville 
TN 

April 26-30  

2009 AIChE Spring National Meeting 
and 5th Global Congress on Process 
Safety  Tampa, FL 

May 12 6:00 PM Smokey Mountain Breweries Tour Mr. Marty Velas 
Smokey Mountain Brewery, 
Turkey Creek 

June 12-14  
2009 Leadership Development 
Conference  Augusta, GA 

Nov 8-13  Annual Meeting  
Gaylord Opryland Hotel, 
Nashville, TN 

Chair: Michael Hollander 300-5645 enviroms@att.net 
Chair-Elect: Jacob Hutton 560-1706 jacob.hutton@power.alstom.com 
Secretary: David DePaoli 574-6817 depaolidw@ornl.gov 
Treasurer: Paul Taylor 574-1965 taylorpa@ornl.gov 
Directors: Sharon Robinson 574-6779 robinsonsm@ornl.gov 

Term ends 2010 Mark Swientoniewski 574-1150 swientoniemd@bechteljacobs.org 
Term ends 2010 Ed Alperin 694-7335 Ed.alperin@shawgrp.com 
Term ends 2009 Stuart Daw 946-1341 dawcs@ornl.gov 
Term ends 2009 Tom Busmann 694-7517 tbusmann@focusenv.com 

Membership: Paul Taylor 574-1965 taylorpa@ornl.gov 
Newsletter: Linda Puckett 574-6147 puckettlf@ornl.gov 
Webmaster: Ben Lewis 574-4091 lewisbejr@ornl.gov 
E-mail:   aiche-chat@chem.engr.utk.edu 
Website   http://www.ornl.gov/aiche 

We continue to accept 
advertising in the 
newsletter in order to 
provide funds to support 
student participation in the 
meetings. 

Rates per newsletter are: 

$80 full-page 
advertisement 

$45 half-page 
advertisement 

Sponsoring Opportunities 

Officers 

$25 quarter-page 
advertisement  

The section will also 
continue to accept 
individual or corporate 
sponsors to provide 
student meals at section 
meetings.  The sponsor 
will be recognized at the 
meeting and in the 
Newsletter.   

The cost to sponsor one 
meeting is $200.  It's a 
great way to encourage 
students to attend the 
local meetings and 
become future members 
in the Institute!  

Activities Calendar 

“It has often been observed, 
that those who have the 
most time at their disposal 
profit by it the least. A single 
hour a day, steadily given to 
the study of some interesting 
subject, brings unexpected 
accumulations of 
knowledge.” 
 
 

William Ellery Channing
1780-1842, author and moralist;

congregationalist and later, Unitarian
Clergyman.

Photo courtesy: NASA 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The AIChE provides 
professional and technical 
training, a job search 
engine just for engineers, 
expert advice from 
industry leaders, employer 
profiles, salary information 
and more.  As a member 
of the AIChE, these 
benefits are available to 
you for free or at low 
member-only prices:   

Salary finder - Powered by 
Salary.com.  Find out 
what you’re worth. 

CareerToolsPLUS - Get 
career advice, planning 
tips and job search 
strategies from 
ExecuPlanet.  Plus, 
through local sections you 
can get career counseling.

Useful Links - Check out 
these websites, which we 
consider the best-kept 
secrets on the internet for 
remaining competitive in 
the industry. 

Reading room - Find 
helpful articles and books 
on job hunting and career 
advancement. 

About Our Organization – Full Service Web Tools 
Knoxville - Oak Ridge 

Section 

P.O. Box 2008 
Bldg. 7920, Room 5 

Oak Ridge, TN  37831-6384 
 
 

Phone:  574-6147 
Fax:  574-6872 

 
 

E-Mail: aiche-
chat@chem.engr.utk.edu 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

http://www.ornl.gov/sci/aiche/ 

 

P.O. BOX 2008 
BLDG. 7920, ROOM 5 
OAK RIDGE, TN 37831-6384 
 

 

Professional engineering 
licensure - Get licensed in 
your state. 

Careers in the news - Stay 
current with links to career 
development news, salary 
trends, job listings, 
consulting opportunities 
and more. 

Sloan Foundation - What 
do Engineers do?  The 
Sloane Foundation offers 
great chemical 
engineering career 
resources for students, 
teachers, counselors, 
parents, and early career 
professionals. 

Chemical Producers and 
Suppliers - Chemical 
producers, suppliers and 
information resources 
relevant to chemical and 
process engineering.  
Provided by the University 
of Florida.   

WhyNotChemEng.com - 
Chemical Engineers are in 
demand throughout the 
world and have a huge 
variety of employment 
opportunities.  More 
information on major 

Chemical Engineering 
employers can be viewed 
here.   
 
 
(Information from the National 
AIChE web site at:  
http://www.aiche.org/CareersEdu
cation/CareerDevelopment/index
.aspx)  

 


