
The Center for BioEnergy Sustainability (CBES)  

at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 

is pleased to announce that we are holding our next Forum on November 17th, 2011 

in the Ocoee Room (Room 189) in Building 1505 at 3:30. 

 

The forum will be followed by a casual gathering at Virginia Dale’s home where light 

refreshments will be enjoyed as the discussions continue. 

This month’s forum topic is 
 

Sustainability Considerations for the ORNL Biomass Steam Plant Feedstock Supply 
 

Speakers: Elliott Barnett (Utilities Division), Mark Downing (Environmental Sciences Division), Matt 

Langholtz (Environmental Sciences Division), and Erin Webb (Environmental Sciences Division) 

 

Format: Four 5-10 minute panel presentations followed by an open discussion 

 

The new Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) biomass steam plant, expected to be fully operational in 

early 2012, will require a projected 77,000 green tons of wood chips annually.   Efforts underway to 

establish contracts with potential feedstock suppliers account for wood chip price, quality, and supply 

reliability.  In keeping with an original goal of the biomass steam plant to reduce energy use and carbon 

emissions as part of the ORNL Sustainable Campus Initiative, another goal, which is more difficult to 

evaluate and implement, is the sustainability of the feedstock supply. This forum will feature a 

discussion of sustainability indicators that are affected by the biomass supply chain (harvest, processing, 

and transport), strategies by which ORNL can ensure that wood chips supplied to the steam plant meet 

appropriate sustainability criteria, and technical and non-technical barriers to meeting these goals.  A 

panel of scientists and engineers that have been involved in evaluating potential strategies for achieving 

a sustainable feedstock supply will provide brief (5-10 min) updates on the current status of feedstock 

procurement activities and results of recent analyses.  Following these will be an open discussion of 

feedstock supply options and strategies that could be implemented by the ORNL biomass steam plant to 

secure sustainable feedstocks and make it a model bioenergy facility. 

 

Please mark your calendar for every third Thursday for 2012 so that you can join in the collaboration 

and camaraderie that is being built by your participation in the  

CBES forums. 


