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Why Biomass Guidelines? 
• “Good biomass harvesting practices can enhance and improve 

forest land; poor practices can damage and devalue it.” 
(Pennsylvania Guidelines) 

• Previous best management practices (BMPs) tend not to 
include guidance on tops, limbs, and low value products. 
Some states have developed additional guidelines or BMPs. 

• Guidelines are not static targets to maintain at all times and in 
all places, they are guideposts on a path to sustainability. 

 
 
 

forestGUILD 



Forest Guild Guidelines 

2 

• Ecology of Deadwood in the Southeast 
– Input and review from experts at universities and 

research institutions in the South 
• Forest Biomass Retention and Harvesting Guidelines 

for the Southeast 
– Southeast Biomass Working Group 

• Guidelines also developed for Pacific NW and 
Northeast 
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Forest Guild Guidelines 

 
 

 

• Encourage protection of soils, wildlife habitat, water, and 
other forest attributes 

• Address difference audiences including field foresters, 
loggers, policy makers, biomass facilities, third party 
certifiers, and general public  

• Recommend a professional forester, long-term 
management plan, supervision of harvests, and well-trained 
loggers 
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