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Current Project 

 

I lead a USGS project to investigate the theoretical and practical concerns of incorporating 

volunteered geographic information and social media into USGS’s online mapping service, The 

National Map, and other spatial data infrastructures.  

USGS is sponsoring an experimental project to allow volunteers to update structures data for 

The National Map.  My project provides input into the design of the volunteer process and 

provides analyses of the results. The questions of interest include:   

 What are the accuracy requirements for hybrid VGI/authoritative systems and what are 

the best methods of assessing data quality? 

 How does the activity of the OSM community—a purely volunteered activity—contrast 

with the bounded volunteer activity of hybrid VGI/authoritative systems?  

 What are the motivations of participants?  

 What are the technical aspects of using open source systems for editing VGI data for The 

National Map?  

 What are some of the the social, ethical and cognitive issues in VGI and citizen science in 

general? 
 

In addition, I am supervising a USGS post-doctoral Mendenhall scholar, Dr. Sophia Liu who is 

investigating the use of crowdsourced mapping and social media in disasters. 
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